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Project Censored on Banned Books Week
September 18-24 is the 40th annual Banned Books Week. Project
Censored says we should commemorate it by redoubling our efforts to
ight censorship.
Fair Oaks, CA—As the 40th annual Banned Books Week approaches it’s time to unequivocally
condemn censorship in its many guises. Project Censored has been at the forefront of
ighting censorship for close to 50 years, and says that we should be as worried as ever
about the increased attempts to ban books and attack academic freedom. “Across the United
States, this past year has brought a staggering increase in book challenges, bans, and other
attacks on the right to read and academic freedom,” says Project Censored Director, Mickey
Huff. To commemorate Banned Books Week, Project Censored Radio hosted a panel
discussion with some of the most outspoken and ierce anti-censorship voices, including
student activists on the front lines in the classroom.
Project Censored Director, Mickey Huff and Project Censored Associate Director, Andy Lee
Roth are available for interview. Here is just some of what they can discuss.
•

The most common targets of book bans deal with complex issues related to
American history and sensitive areas such as sexuality, abuse, and violence. The
attempt to shut down speech on these issues deprives us of our right to grapple with
some of the most important questions confronting us today.

•

Efforts to ban books often focus on Young Adult content and school libraries and
curricula. This deprives students of exposure to the many wonderous and diverse
voices that comprise our society. Children should not be taught to fear ideas
different than their own, and adults should not let ignorance guide their civic
engagement.

•

Both left and right have attempted to censor books or attack academic freedom,
often claiming that the ideas expressed or being taught may cause harm or are the
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equivalent of violence. No matter where our political sensibilities lie, we must reject
efforts to equate speech with violence and threats to safety unless there are actual
calls for harm, which are already unlawful.
•

Book bans should be seen as attacks on democracy. Democracy cannot lourish when
ideas and information are censored by the powerful and when we are prohibited
from discussing the complex issues that matter to all of us.

•

We must mount a bipartisan resistance to book bans and other forms of censorship
and recognize that their sharp increase is cause for alarm and action. Banned Books
Week is the perfect time to shed light on this urgent issue.

•

Project Censored is a member of the Banned Books Week Coalition and believes
strongly that students should have the right to read, be intellectually curious, and
access diverse sources information without fear of retaliation or stigmatization.
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